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POLITICAL SCIENCE 4173

International Organization

OVERVIEW


Mention the words "international organization," to Americans and one will hear two types of responses.  The first is that international organizations are power-hungry, pernicious, and eroding U.S. sovereignty.  The second is that international organizations are superfluous, impotent and unimportant.  Neither conclusion is true.  International organizations (IOs) have yet to take over the world, but neither are they completely irrelevant.  Part of the confusion rests with the diversity of international organizations.  They include entities as diverse as the World Trade Organization, the International Atomic Energy Agency, the International Telecommunications Union, the Red Cross, the Catholic or Mormon churches, the European Union, and NATO.  World politics at the end of the twentieth century is beset with a plethora of international organizations; what we lack is an accepted explanation for why these institutions are created, whether they have an independent affect on the behavior of international actors, and the precise mechanism of that influence.  Specifically, what can IOs do that great powers, or coalitions of great powers, are unable to do?  


To answer this question, this course will be divided into four parts.  The first few sessions are introductory, and designed so that everyone is on the same wavelength.  The goal is two-fold:  first, we need a working definition of an international organization, and second, a few facts about their forms and functions.  Part II looks at the various theoretical debates about international organization.  Realists, liberals, and others have developed explanations for why IOs are created, and by extension, when they are important.  Part III explores various issue areas to examine how IO's affect them.  These issue areas include collective security, economics, regional development, and peacebuilding.  Part IV will look at non-governmental organizations (NGOs), which are acquiring a much-higher profile nowadays.  How much of this is hype and how much of this is substance?  

COURSE REQUIREMENTS


This is an upper-division course in political science, which means I am making the following assumptions:


1)  You have taken the course prerequisites, in particular PSCI 2223 (Introduction to International Relations).  The phrases 'neorealism,' 'anarchy,' and 'global political economy,' do not scare you.  


2)  Because you are in an upper-division course, I expect you to keep up with all of the readings in advance and that you are prepared to discuss them in class seminars.  I place great importance on this:  you will note that 20% of your grade is determined by your class participation.  Read all of the assigned materials before class meets.  I am aware that this is not the only course you will be taking this spring, and I have really, really tried to keep the number of pages per week down.  Scanning the syllabus, you will probably believe this claim to be insincere, but trust me, there is a lot that is being left out.  


3)  You will have to write a term paper of 15-20 pages (with reasonable margins, spacing, and font size) on an international governmental organization of your choice.  Your paper should provide a history of the organization, an assessment of its effectiveness, and an appraisal of how well the theories of international organization discussed in the class explain the history and performance.  The topic must be approved by me. Possible choices include:


Economic Cooperation Organization
UNESCO


International Labor Organization
NAFTA


Mercosur
IAEA


Arab League
OPEC


International Coffee Organization
OECD


International Telecommunications Union
OSCE


World Trading Organization
APEC


World Bank
IMF

Note that you need to hand in a rough outline of your paper by Thursday, February 10.  This will count for 10% of your grade.  The outline should provide the formal structure of the paper, as well as what your main thesis will be (i.e., this international organization is ineffective because it has no power; this international organization is effective because it has established a powerful international norm).  This deadline is more for your benefit than mine.  


4)  In addition to the paper, you will be expected to give a presentation on the IO you wrote about.  The presentation should detail the purpose of this international organization, its history, its membership, its structure, and its relative effectiveness.  You should also address which theories used to explain international organizations best describe your case.  


5)  There will also be a final examination covering the entire course.  If you've done the reading and attended the class you should have no difficulties with this exam.  All told, your grade in this course will be determined as follows:  


Class participation

20%


Paper outline


10%


Paper



25%


In-class presentation

15%


Final exam


30%

THINGS YOU WILL ASK ME LATER AND THEN 

FEEL SILLY ABOUT SINCE IT’S RIGHT HERE IN THE SYLLABUS

1) The final examination will be Thursday, May 7th, from 7:30 PM to 10:30 PM, in Clare Small Arts and Sciences room 207.  

2) The paper outline will be due in seminar on Thursday, February 12th.  The paper will be due in seminar on Thursday, April 2nd.  There is a half-grade penalty for every day after that if the assignment in question is late, i.e., if you hand it in on Friday, your best possible grade is an A-. 

3)   If you have a disability or language difficulty that warrants extra time to take the final exam, let me know within the first week of classes.  You will need a note from a doctor/counselor explaining why you will need the extra time.  

4) Class attendance is not mandatory.  On the other hand, skipping class is not without costs.  This means two things.  First, I will not give anyone copies of my lecture notes simply because they miss class.  Second, attendance at the seminars will be a component of your participation grade.  

5) About the paper.  You do not need to hand in a rough draft, although the teaching assistant will be happy to comment on them.  Once you hand in the paper, that’s it.  You cannot rewrite it and resubmit it if you receive a bad grade.  There is no extra credit.  

REQUIRED READINGS  


The following books have been ordered by the CU bookstore:

Friedrich Kratochwil and Edward Mansfield, eds.  International Organizations:  A Reader (New York:  
Harper Collins, 1994).  

Peter M. Haas, Robert Keohane, and Marc Levy, eds.  Institutions for the Earth:  Sources of Effective 
International Environmental Protection.  (Cambridge:  MIT Press, 1993).  

Miles Kahler.  International Institutions and the Political Economy of Integration.  (Washington, DC:  
The Brookings Institution, 1995).  

Milton Esman and Shibley Telhani, eds.  International Organizations and Ethnic Conflict (Ithaca:  Cornell 
University Press, 1995).  

In addition, there will be a series of articles on reserve in Norlin Library.  Those readings with an 

asterisk (*) can be found in Norlin; the others are in your books.  

COURSE OUTLINE

PART I:  INTRODUCTION

1)  Sorting through definitions:  international organizations, international 
regimes, international institutions, and international governance (1/13)
*Oran Young, “International Regimes:  Problems of Concept Formation,” World Politics 32 (April 1980):  
331-356.  

2)  Describing international organizations:  What do they do?  What do they look 
like?  (1/15)
*Cheryl Shanks, Harold Jacobson, and Jeffrey Kaplan, “Inertia and Change in the Constellation of 
International Governmental Organizations, 1981-1992,” International Organization 50 (Autumn 
1996):  593-627.  

PART II:  THEORETICAL APPROACHES
1)  Liberal approches to international organization  (1/20)
Duncan Snidal, "Coordination Versus Prisoners' Dilemma:  Implications for International Cooperation and Regimes," in Kratochwil and Mansfield.  

*Lisa Martin, "Interests, Power, and Multilateralism."  International Organization 46 (Autumn 1992):  765-
792.  

2)  Constructivist explanations of international organization  (1/22)
Robert Keohane, "International Institutions:  Two Approaches," in Kratochwil and Mansfield.  

Alexander Wendt, "Anarchy is What States Make of it:  The Social Construction of Power 
Politics," in Kratochwil and Mansfield.  

3)  Realist critiques of international organization  (1/27)
*Stephen D. Krasner, "Global Communications and National Power:  Life on the Pareto Frontier.”  World 
Politics 43 (April 1991):  336-366.  

*John Mearsheimer, "The False Promise of International Institutions."  International Security 19 (Winter 
1994/95):  5-49.  

SEMINAR:  THURSDAY, JANUARY 29

4)  Debating the realist critique  (2/3)

*Robert Keohane and Lisa Martin, "The Promise of Institutionalist Theory."  International Security 
20 (Summer 1995):  39-51.  

*Charles Kupchan and Clifford Kupchan, "The Promise of Collective Security,"  International Security 20 
(Summer 1995):  52-61.  

*Alexander Wendt, "Constructing International Politics."  International Security 20 (Summer 1995):  
71-81.  

*John Mearsheimer, "A Realist Reply," International Security 20 (Summer 1995):  82-93.  

*Randall Schweller and David Priess, "A Tale of Two Realisms:  Explaining the Institutions Debate," 
Mershon International Studies Review 41 (May 1997):  1-33.  

5)  Compliance and defection in international organizations  (2/5)

*Abram Chayes and Antonia Handler Chayes, "On Compliance."  International Organization 47 (Spring 
1993):  175-205.  

*George Downs, David Rocke, and Peter Barsoom, "Is the Good News About Compliance Good News 
About Cooperation?"  International Organization 50 (Summer 1996):  379-406.  

6)  International organizations and domestic politics  (2/10)
*Robert Putnam, "Diplomacy and Domestic Politics:  the Logic of Two-level Games, "  International 
Organization 42 (Fall 1988):  427-460. 

*Beverly Crawford, "Explaining Defection From International Cooperation:  Germany's Unilateral 
Recognition of Croatia."  World Politics 48 (July 1996):  482-521.  

*Judith Goldstein, "International Law and Domestic Institutions:  Reconciling North American 'Unfair' 
Trade Laws."  International Organization 50 (Autumn 1996):  541-564.  

SEMINAR:  THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12:  PAPER OUTLINES ARE DUE.  

PART III:  ISSUE AREAS
1)  The United Nations  (2/17)
Roger A. Coate and Donald J. Pucvhala, “Global Policies and the United Nations System:  A Current 
Perspective,” in Kratochwil and Mansfield.  

Donald J. Puchala, "The Secretary-General and His Special Representatives," in Kratochwil and 
Mansfield.  

2)  Collective security organizations  (2/19)
*Neta Crawford, "A Security Regime Among Democracies:  Cooperation Among Iroquois 
Nations."  International Organization 48 (Summer 1994):  345-385.  

*Wyn Bowen, "The Past and Current Effectiveness of the MTCR."  Paper presented at the 
International Studies Association annual meeting, Toronto, Canada, March 1997.  

*Josef Joffe, "Is There Life After Victory?  What NATO Can and Cannot Do."  The National Interest 
41 (Fall 1995):  19-25.  

3)  International organizations as mediators  (2/24)
Ernst B. Haas, "Collective Conflict Management:  Evidence of a New World Order?" in Kratochwil and 
Mansfield.  

*Richard Betts, "The Delusion of Impartial Intervention."  Foreign Affairs 73 (November/December 
1994):  20-33.  

Esman and Telhani, p. 21-71.  

SEMINAR:  THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 26

4)  International organizations as enforcers  (3/3)
*Roland Paris, “Peacebuilding and the Limits of Liberal Internationalism,” International Security 22 (Fall 
1997):  54-89.  

Esman and Telhani, p. 235-275, 291-306.  

5)  International economic organizations  (3/5 – 3/10)
*Stephen D. Krasner, Structural Conflict:  The Third World Against Global Liberalism (Berkeley:  
University of California Press, 1985), Chapter 6.  

*G. John Ikenberry, "The Myth of the Post-Cold War Chaos," Foreign Affairs 75 (May/June 1996):  
79-92.  

*William Whyman, "We Can't Go On Meeting Like This:  Revitalizing the G-7 Process,"  The 
Washington Quarterly 18 (Summer 1995):  139-165.  

Kahler, p. 1-79, 117-134

SEMINAR:  THURSDAY, MARCH 12

6)  International Organization and the Environment  (3/17-3/19)
Haas, Keohane, and Levy, p. 3-74, 183-248, 351-426.  

7)  Regional organizations  (3/31-4/7) 

Christopher Brevin, "The European Community:  A Union of States Without Unity of Government," in 
Kratochwil and Mansfield.  

Alberta M. Sbragia, "Thinking about the European Future:  The Uses of Comparison," in 
Kratochwil and 
Mansfield.  

*Alistair Iain Johnston, "The Myth of the ASEAN way?  Explaining the Evolution of the ASEAN Regional 
Forum."  Mimeo, Harvard University, March 1997.  

*Suzanne Crow, "Russia Promotes the CIS as an International Organization," RFE/RL Research Report 3 
(18 March 1994):  33-38.  

*The Economist, "Russia's Old Imperial Map is Still Shrivelling," 24 May 1997, p. 47-48.  

Kahler, p. 80-116.  

Esman and Telhani, p. 148-178.  

SEMINAR:  THURSDAY, APRIL 2

PART IV:  NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS
1)  What are NGOs?  (4/7)
*Jessica Matthews, "Power Shift." Foreign Affairs 76 (January/February 1997):  50-66.

*Ronnie Lipschultz, "Reconstructing World Politics:  The Emergence of a Global Civil Society," 
Millennium 21 (Winter 1992):  389-420.  

*Phil Williams, "Transnational Criminal Organizations:  Strategic Alliances."  The Washington 
Quarterly 18 (Winter 1995):  57-72.  

NO CLASS, THURSDAY APRIL 9:  IN LIEU OF CLASS, PLEASE ATTEND ONE OF THE SEMINARS GIVEN FOR THE WORLD AFFAIRS CONFERENCE THIS WEEK.

2)  Are NGOs Important?  (4/14)
*Kal Raustiala, “States, NGOs, and International Environmental Institutions,” International Studies 
Quarterly 41 (December 1997):  719-740.  

*Peter Spiro, "New Global Communities:  Nongovernmental Organizations in International 
Decision-Making Institutions."  The Washington Quarterly 18 (Winter 1995):  45-56.  

Peter M. Haas, "Do Regimes Matter?  Epistemic Communities and Mediterranean Pollution 
Control," in Kratochwil and Mansfield.  

3)  Conclusion and wrap-up  (4/16)

PART V:  IN-CLASS PRESENTATIONS

The last four sessions will consist of student presentations about their research papers.  After the presentation, I and the other students should be aware of the function of this international organization, its history, its membership, its structure, and its relative effectiveness.  We should also know how well the theories of international organization discussed in the class explain the history and performance of the IO in question.  

