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Course Objectives and Requirements


The goal of this course is to address the question:  what causes war to break out?  Note that I said “address,” not “answer.”  The causes of war are far too complex to assert with any certainty that there is a single answer.  This is backed up by the voluminous literature on those causes, of which this course only scratches the surface.  

This course has several objectives.  First, by the end you should be well-versed in the literature on the causes of war.  Second, you should be able to detect the strengths and weaknesses of each approach.  Third, you should be able to conceive empirical tests that help to support or falsify each of these approaches.  Finally, and in the long run the most important, you should be able to detect the gaps in this literature and devise your own theories to address them.  To that end, you must meet the following requirements:  

1) Finish all of the reading before class and be prepared to discuss it.  I cannot stress this enough.  You will learn the most when you have digested the material, formed independent opinions about it, and then defend them in a class when others might have formed different opinions.  If you do not do the readings, or even if you lightly skim them, the dialogue will be less worthwhile.  I should add that if you fail to do the reading assignments, you are not just letting yourself down, but you make it that much harder for your classmates to learn.  Note that class discussion plays a significant role in the final grade.  

To facilitate debate, the day before class I will be e-mailing you questions that we will be hashing out.  To facilitate your thinking about these issues, each week I will randomly select two students to e-mail me the questions they think are salient two days before class.  

2) It is simply impossible to cover the entire literature on war in a one-semester course.  To broaden your knowledge, you will have to write a critical review essay on a branch of the literature not touched on in class.  Possible topics include:  


alliances and war
enduring rivalries 


long cycle theory and great power war
diversionary theories of war


learning and war
prospect theory and war


the Correlates of War project
attitudes towards war


the Militarized Interstate Dispute project
norms and the conduct of war


the rational deterrence debate
feminist approaches to war


theories of preventive wars
asymmetric conflicts


economic interdependence and war
lateral pressure theory


civil-military relations and war
arms races and war

In addition to writing the paper, you will need to make a 15-20 minute presentation to the class on your topic.  The primary aim of the presentation should be to present the theories or issues you have researched, as well as a critique of the literature and what questions remain unanswered.  The paper is not due until the final class session, but you should have done most of the research by the time you present in class.  Meet with me before the end of the second week of classes to select your topic.  

3) You will also have to write a book review of no more than 1500 words on a book that has not been assigned for this class (possible examples are listed at the end of the syllabus).  This book should not be one that fits in with your literature review, or one that you have previously read.  The review should summarize the theoretical and empirical arguments made in the book, as well as what you think are the most important critiques (theoretical, methodological, etc.  For samples of book reviews, see the American Political Science Review or the Mershon Journal of International Studies.  Furthermore, you will give a 10 minute presentation about the book for the edification of the class, and be prepared to answer questions about it in class. There are two purposes for this exercise.  The first is to further broaden your knowledge of the literature.  The second is to practice writing book reviews.  You will inevitably be charged with this task in the future if you stay in this profession.  Again, this is something you should have decided on by the end of the second week.  I will be passing out a sign-up sheet that week to schedule the book review and the literature presentations.  

4) That’s it.  No final or anything else.  The grading will break down roughly like this:  

Class participation
30%

Literature review (oral and written combined)
50%

Book review (oral and written combined)
20%

Books and Readings


The following books are available at the CU Bookstore in the UMC:  

Richard Betts, ed., Conflict After the Cold War:  Arguments on the Causes of War and Peace.  New York:  MacMillan, 1994.  


Barbara Ehrenreich, Blood Rites:  Origins and History of the Passions of War.  New York:  Metropolitan Books, 1997.  

Paul Huth, Standing Your Ground:  Territorial Disputes and International Conflict.  Ann Arbor:  University of Michigan Press, 1996.  

Richard Ned Lebow, Between Peace and War:  The Nature of International Crises.  Baltimore:  Johns Hopkins University Press, 1981.  

Peter Liberman, Does Conquest Pay?  The Exploitation of Occupied Industrial Societies.  Princeton:  Princeton University Press, 1996.  

John Vasquez, The War Puzzle.  Cambridge:  Cambridge University Press, 1993.  

Michael Walzer, Just and Unjust Wars:  A Moral Argument with Historical Illustrations.  Second Edition.  New York:  Basic Books, 1992.  

In addition to these books, there are approximately thirty-five articles that are assigned.  I will make a clean copy of all of these readings available to the class at the first session.  I would strongly recommend that one of you xerox copies for everyone and then be compensated for his/her troubles.  However, this is up to you.  I could also place the copies on reserve at Norlin library.  


One suggestion about the readings:  go through them in the order listed in the syllabus.  This will help you to see the progression and (d)evolution of the ideas under debate.  

Course Outline

Session 1:  Meeting and Greeting

Session 2:  Some Terms and Definitions

John Vasquez, The War Puzzle, Chapters One and Two.  

*Benjamin Most and Harvey Starr, “Case Selection, Conceptualizations and Basic Logic in the Study of War,” American Journal of Political Science 26 (November 1982):  834-856. 

*Hidemi Suganami, “Bringing Order to the Causes of War Debates,” Millenium 19:1 (1990):  19-35.  

*John Keegan, A History of Warfare.  New York:  Vintage Press, 1993, Chapter One.  

*James Fearon, “Rationalist Explanations for War,” International Organization 49 (Summer 1995):  379-414.  

Session 3:  Structural Theories of War:  Realism and the Balance of Power

Kenneth Waltz, “The Origins of War in Neorealist Theory,” in Betts, Conflict After the Cold War.
*Patrick James, “Structural Realism and the Causes of War,” Mershon International Studies Review 39 (1995):  181-208.  

Vasquez, The War Puzzle, Chapter Five.  

*R. Harrison Wagner, “Peace, War, and the Balance of Power,” American Political Science Review 88 (September 1994):  593-607.  

*Randall Schweller, “Tripolarity and the Second World War,” International Studies Quarterly 37 (March 1993):  73-104.  

E.H. Carr, “The Limitations of Realism,” in Betts, Conflict After the Cold War.
Session 4:  Structural Theories of War:  Power Transitions and Great Power War

*A.F.K. Organski and Jacek Kugler, The War Ledger.  Chicago:  University of Chicago Press, 1980, Chapter One.  

Robert Gilpin, “Hegemonic War and International Change,” in Betts, Conflict After the Cold War.    

*Jack Levy, “Theories of General War,” World Politics 37 (April 1985):  344-374.  

*Richard Ned Lebow, “Windows of Opportunity:  Do States Jump Through Them?”  International Security 9 (Summer 1984):  147-186.  

*Henk Houweling and Jan G. Siccama, “Power Transitions as a Cause of War,” Journal of Conflict Resolution 32 (March 1988):  87-102.   

*Daniel S. Geller, “Capability Concentration, Power Transition, and War,” International Interactions 17 (1992):  269-284.  

Session 5:  Military Technology, Strategy, and War

Robert Jervis, “Cooperation Under the Security Dilemma,” in Betts.  

Jack Levy, “The Offensive/Defensive Balance of Military Technology and the Incidence of War,” in Betts, Conflict After the Cold War.    

*Ted Hopf, “Polarity, the Offense-Defense Balance, and War,” American Political Science Review 85 (June 1991):  475-494.  

*Sean Lynn-Jones, “Offense-Defense Theory and Its Critics,” Security Studies 4 (Summer 1995):  660-691.  

*Stephen Van Evera, “Offense, Defense, and the Causes of War,” International Security 22 (Spring 1998):  5-43.  

*Charles Glaser and Chaim Kaufmann, “What is Offense-Defense Balance and Can We Measure It?” International Security 22 (Spring 1998):  44-82.  

Session 6:  Territory, Geopolitics and War

Vasquez, The War Puzzle, Chapter Four.  

Huth, Standing Your Ground, all.  

*Arie M. Kacowicz, “The Problem of Peaceful Territorial Change,” International Studies Quarterly 38 (June 1994):  219-254.  

Session 7:  Economic Theories of War

V.I. Lenin, “Imperialism, The Highest Stage of Capitalism,” in Betts, Conflict After the Cold War.   

*Edward Mansfield, Power, Trade, and War.  Princeton:  Princeton University Press, 1994, Chapter Four.  

Peter Liberman, Does Conquest Pay?  The Exploitation of Occupied Industrial Societies.  Princeton:  Princeton University Press, 1996, p. 3-68, 87-158.  

Session 8:  Democracy, Domestic Politics and War

Vasquez, The War Puzzle, Chapter Six.  

*Steve Chan, “In Search of Democratic Peace:  Problems and Promise,” Mershon International Studies Review 41 (May 1997):  59-92.  

*Bruce Bueno de Mesquita and David Lalman, “Reason and War,” American Political Science Review 80 (December 1986):  1113-1131.  

*David Lake, “Powerful Pacifists:  Democratic States and War,” American Political Science Review 86 (March 1992):  24-37.  

*Michael Desch, “War and Strong States, Peace and Weak States?” International Organization 50 (Spring 1996):  237-268.  

*Dassel, Kurt, and Eric Reinhardt, “Domestic Strife and the Initiation of Violence at Home and Abroad.” Presented at the 1998 annual meeting of the Midwestern Political Science Association, Chicago, IL.

Session 9:  Ethnicity, Nationalism, and War

Ernest Gellner, “Nations and Nationalism,” in Betts, Conflict After the Cold War.  

*Stephen Van Evera, “Hypotheses on Nationalism and War,” International Security 18 (Spring 1994):  5-39.  

*Barry Posen, “The Security Dilemma and Ethnic Conflict,”  Survival 35 (Spring 1993):  27-47.  

*Stephen Burg, “The International Community and the Yugoslav Crisis,” in Milton Esman and Shibley Telhami, eds., International Organizations and Ethnic Conflict.  Ithaca:  Cornell University Press, 1995.  

*Aaron Friedberg, “Why Didn’t the United States Become a Garrison State?” International Security 16 (Spring 1992):  109-142.  

Session 10:  Bureaucracies, Military Culture, and War

Lebow, Between Peace and War, pp. 148-169, 229-237.

*Jack Levy, “Organizational Routines and the Causes of War,” International Studies Quarterly 30 (June 1986):  193-222.  

*Alistair Iain Johnston, “Thinking about Stategic Culture,” International Security 19 (Spring 1995):  32-64.

*Elizabeth Kier, “Culture and Military Doctrine:  France between the Wars.” International Security 19 (Spring 1995):  65-93.   

*Scott Sagan, The Limits of Safety:  Organizations, Accidents, and Nuclear Weapons.  Princeton:  Princeton University Press, Chapter Three.  

Session 11:  Deterrence and Compellence

Lebow, Between Peace and War, Chapter Four.  

*Paul Huth and Bruce Russett, “What Makes Deterrence Work?  Cases from 1900-1980,” World Politics 36 (July 1984):  496-526.  

*T. Clifton Morgan, “A Spatial Model of Crisis Bargaining,” International Studies Quarterly 28 (December 1984):  407-426.  

*George Downs, “The Rational Deterrence Debate,” World Politics 41 (January 1989):  225-237.   

*Robert Art, “To What Ends Military Power.”  International Security 4 (Spring 1980):  3-35.  

*Robert Pape, “Coercion and Military Strategy:  Why Denial Works and Punishment Doesn’t,” Journal of Strategic Studies 15 (December 1992):  423-475.  

Session 12:  Decision-making Approaches to War

Lebow, Between Peace and War, pp. 101-228.  

*Irving Janis, Groupthink.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin, 1982, Chapter Eight.    

*Robert Jervis, “War and Misperception,” Journal of Interdisciplinary History 18 (Spring 1988):  675-700.  

*Woosang Kim and Bruce Bueno de Mesquita, “How Perceptions Influence the Risk of War,” International Studies Quarterly 39 (March 1995):  51-65.  

Session 13:  Anthropological Perspectives.  

Barbara Ehrenreich, Blood Rites : Origins and History of the Passions of War.  New York:  Metropolitan Books, 1997, p. 1-225.  

*Bronislaw Malinowski, “An Anthropological Analysis of War,” American Journal of Sociology 46 (January 1941):  521-550.  

*Yukio Mishima, “Patriotism,” in Death in Midsummer, and Other Stories.  New York:  New Directions Press, 1966.  

SPECIAL SESSION, WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 25:  Lunchtime Seminar with James Rosenau.  NO CLASS TODAY

Session 14:  Is War Obsolete?  

John Mueller, “The Obsolescence of Major War,” in Betts, Conflict After the Cold War.
*Carl Kaysen, “Is War Obsolete?  A Review Essay,” International Security 14 (Spring 1990):  42-64.    

*Charles Kupchan and Clifford A. Kupchan, “Concerts, Collective Security, and the Future of Europe,” International Security 16 (Summer 1991):  114-161.  

*James Goldgeier and Michael McFaul, “A Tale of Two Worlds: Core and Periphery in the Post-Cold War 

Era,” International Organization 46 (Spring 1992):  467-492.  

Kenneth Waltz, “The Spread of Nuclear Weapons:  More May Be Better,” in Betts, Conflict After the Cold War.  

*Brian Pollins, “Cannons and Capital:  The Use of Coercive Diplomacy by Major Powers in the Twentieth Century,” in Paul Diehl and Frank Wayman, eds., Reconstructing Realpolitik.  Ann Arbor:  University of Michigan Press, 1994.  

Session 15:  Norms, Ethics and War

E.H. Carr, “Realism and Idealism,” in Betts, Conflict After the Cold War.

Michael Walzer, Just and Unjust Wars:  A Moral Argument with Historical Illustrations.  New York:  Basic Books, 1977, pp. 3-175, 225-286.  

*Martha Finnemore, “Constructing Norms of Humanitarian Intervention,” in Peter Katzenstein, ed., The Culture of National Security:  Norms and Identity in World Politics.  Ithaca:  Cornell University Press, 1996.   

*Charles W. Kegley, “International Peacemaking and Peacekeeping:  The Morality of Multilateral Measures,” Ethics and International Affairs 10 (1996):  25-45.  

BOOKS TO REVIEW

Michael Barnett, Confronting the Costs of War
Geoffrey Blainey, The Causes of War
Stephen Brams, Theory of Moves
Michael Brecher, Crises in World Politics
Bernard Brodie, Strategy in the Missile Age
Michael E. Brown, ed., Nationalism and Ethnic Conflict
Bruce Bueno de Mesquita, The War Trap
Barry Buzan, Charles Jones, and Richard Little, The Logic of Anarchy
Abram Chayes and Antonia Handler Chayes, Beyond Sovereignty
Patrick Conge, From Revolution to War
George Downs and David Rocke, Tacit Bargaining, Arms Races, and Arms Control
Cynthia Enloe, Bananas, Beaches, and Bases
Daniel S. Geller and J. David Singer, Nations at War:  A Scientific Study of International Conflict
Alexander George, The Limits of Coercive Diplomacy

Alexander George and Richard Smoke, Deterrence in American Foreign Policy

Gary Goertz and Paul F. Diehl, Territorial Changes and International Conflict
Edward Gulick, Europe's Classical Balance of Power
Kalevi Holsti, Peace and War:  Armed Conflicts and International Order 1648-1989
Michael Howard, War and the Liberal Conscience
Samuel Huntington, The Soldier and the State
Samuel Huntington, The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World Order
Paul Huth, Extended Deterrence and the Prevention of War
Robert Jervis, Perception and Misperception in International Relations
Robert Jervis, The Meaning of the Nuclear Revolution
Alistair Iain Johnston, Cultural Realism:  Strategic Culture and Grand Strategy in Chinese History
Peter Katzenstein, ed., The Culture of National Security
Yuen Foong Khong, Analogies at War
Klaus Knorr, The Power of Nations:  The Political Economy of International Relations.  

Stephen D. Krasner, Defending the National Interest
Jeffrey Legro, Cooperation Under Fire:  Anglo-German Restraint During World War II
Russell Leng, Interstate Crisis Behavior, 1816-1980:  Realism versus Reciprocity
Ronnie Lipschutz, When Nations Clash:  Raw Materials, Ideology, and Foreign Policy
Evan Luard, War in International Society
Edward Mansfield, Power, Trade, and War
Zeev Maoz, Paradoxes of War:  On the Art of National Self-Entrapment
John Mearsheimer, Conventional Deterrence
Jonathan Mercer, Reputation and International Politics
Benjamin Miller, When Opponents Cooperate:  Great Power Conflict and Collaboration in World 



Poltics


T. Clifton Morgan, Untying the Knot of War:  A Bargaining Theory of International Crises]

John Mueller, Retreat from Doomsday:  The Obsolescence of Major War

Emerson Niou, Peter Ordeshook, and Gregory Rose, The Balance of Power
Robert Pape, Bombing to Win:  Air Power and Coercion in War
T.V. Paul, Asymmetric Conflicts:  War Initiation by Weaker Powers
Richard Price, The Chemical Weapons Taboo
Anatol Rappaport, The Origins of Violence:  Approaches to the Study of Conflict
Karen Rasler and William Thompson, The Great Powers and Global Struggle, 1490-1990

Dani Reiter, Crucible of Beliefs:  Learning, Alliances, and World Wars

Stephen Peter Rosen, Winning the Next War:  Innovation and the Modern Military
Stephen Peter Rosen, Societies and Military Power
Bruce Russett, Grasping the Democratic Peace
Alan Sabrosky, ed., Polarity and War
Randall Schweller, Deadly Imbalances
Jack Snyder, The Ideology of the Offensive
Hidemi Suganami, On the Causes of War
Stephen Walt, Revolution and War

Kenneth Waltz, Man, the State, and War

Shu Guang Zhang, Deterrence and Strategic Culture
