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Power, Identity, and Resistance:  Political Economy

Social Sciences 111, Section 3



Instructor: Daniel Drezner

University of Chicago




Office: Pick 517

Autumn 2003





 
ph: 773-702-0234 

TTh 1:30 – 2:50 p.m.




  
e-mail: ddrezner@uchicago.edu

Cobb 204






Office hrs: Wed. 1 –3 PM  
Course Description:

This course, part of the Common Core in the Social Sciences, is a seminar designed to investigate some of the broad themes and questions in the social sciences, focusing in particular on power and modern society. This quarter, we explore some of the central concerns and concepts of politics, economics, and the relationships between them. We will be concerned with the following questions: What is the relationship between the economic organization of a society and its political institutions? What is the appropriate role of government in the economy and in society? What is the role of the individual in society? How are needs and desires satisfied, constrained, and/or created by such historically evolving institutions as the market, state bureaucracies, and organizations of civil society? Are markets the only viable option in organizing economic life or are there alternative ways of coordinating economies and societies? How is the division of labor in society created, maintained, and altered? What kinds of consequences does the extension of the division of labor in history have for human beings and society, in terms of such concerns as individual fulfillment, economic growth, social justice, morality and ethics, and technological development? What is the relationship between an economic system and the ways in which humans make sense of and feel in the world? In what ways are exchange relationships meaningful?

While these questions and themes could be explored through a variety of readings, we will concentrate on three authors, representing three distinct traditions or schools of thought. We start with selections from Adam Smith’s The Wealth of Nations and The Theory of Moral Sentiments. We then turn to Karl Marx, reading a number of selections in The Marx-Engels Reader, edited by Robert Tucker. We will then read selections from Emile Durkheim’s Division of Labor in Society. We will conclude the quarter with a more contemporary book, Raghuram Rajan and Luigi Zingales’ Saving Capitalism from the Capitalists.  

All of these books are available at the Seminary Co-Op Bookstore, 5757 S. University Ave., under Social Sciences 111. Copies are also available at Regenstein Reserve under the course number. 

Thie goals of this course are:  

1) To engage you in a critical evaluation of major theoretical texts in the social sciences; 

2) To help you develop the skills to critically analyze others’ arguments and to develop your own arguments in response; 

3) To practice your own expression of clear and persuasive arguments in oral and written forms.

Course Format, Requirements, and Grading

Participation:  This class has a seminar format, so I will place a high degree of importance on your taking part in class discussions. Attendance and participation play a very significant role in determining your final grade.  Participation does not mean talking for talking's sake; it means making incisive observations that display critical thinking and analytical bite.  You are expected to be conversant with the assigned readings and prepared to participate in class discussions by offering critical commentary of the texts, raising questions and concerns, and engaging in dialogues with one another as we attempt to analyze and make sense of the readings. As we will see, there are multiple ways to approach the questions listed in the course description; therefore, there is never one correct answer, and discussion will be undertaken to help us to understand the texts. The best way to learn the material and to do well in this class is to read the assigned texts and prepare to discuss them in class. Class participation will count 40% toward your final grade. 

Papers:  There will be three 5 to 6 page papers, using standard fonts and spacing.  Each will count 20% toward your final grade. I will hand out questions approximately one week to ten days before the due date. Due dates are indicated on the class schedule. Late papers will be penalized a half-grade (i.e., from an “A” to a “A-”) for each day past the deadline.  I do not normally grant extensions, though I do make exceptions for dire emergencies.  Asking for an extension at the last minute will not amuse me. 

In your papers, be sure to note the sources of ideas that are not your own. You should cite direct quotes from the text, but use such quotes sparingly, only to support your own argument. You must cite the author even when you are paraphrasing (rather than directly quoting) his/her ideas.

Schedule of Classes:

Week One

Tues. Sept. 30



Introduction

Thurs. Oct. 2



Smith, The Wealth of Nations, Vol 1, Book IV: p. 449; Book I: 




pp. 1-27, 32-38, 53-61; Book II: pp. 291-93, 351-71.

Week Two

Tues. Oct. 7



Smith, WN, Book I: pp. 62-82, 87-93, 98, 111-133, 136-40 





(top), 144-45, 150-52 (top), 157-160, 275-278.

Thurs. Oct. 9



Smith, WN, Book IV: pp. 474-95; Vol. 2, Book IV: pp. 125, 




159-61, 179-81, 207-209; Book V: pp. 231-38, 243-46, 282-86, 




298-309.

Week Three

Tues. Oct. 14



Smith, Theory of Moral Sentiments, Part I: pp. 9-19; Part III: 




109-117, 127-34 (read footnote), 135-39, 156-61; Part VI: pp. 




212-17, 218; Part II: pp. 78-86.

Thurs. Oct. 16



Smith, TMS, Part I: pp. 50-66; Part IV: pp. 179-87; Part III: pp. 




152-56; Part VI: pp. 227-34; Part III: pp. 161-70, 176.

Week Four
Tues. Oct. 21



Marx, Manifesto of the Communist Party, pp. 469-500.

Thurs. Oct. 23



Marx, Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844, 





pp. 66, 70-81.

1ST PAPER DUE BY 3PM, FRIDAY OCT. 24, PICK 407.

Week Five
Tues. Oct. 28



Marx, Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844, 





pp. 81-105.

Thurs. Oct. 30



Marx, Preface to Contribution to the Critique of Political 





Economy, pp. 3-6; Theses on Feuerbach and The German 





Ideology, pp. 143-175.

Week Six

Tues. Nov. 4



Marx, Wage Labour and Capital, pp. 203-217.
Thurs. Nov. 6



Marx, Capital, Vol. I: pp. 302-312, 319-361.

Week Seven

Tues. Nov. 11



Marx, Capital, Vol. I: pp. 361-417.

Thurs.
Nov. 13


Durkheim, The Division of Labor in Society, pp. 1-44, 60-





64.

Week Eight
Tues. Nov. 18



Durkheim: pp. 68-71, 78-86, 101-115, 118-139, 141-146. 

Thurs. Nov. 20


Durkheim: pp. 149-154, 165-174, 179-180, 195-223, 291-





309, 329-340.

2ND PAPER DUE BY 3PM, FRIDAY NOV. 21, PICK 407.
Week Nine
Mon. Nov. 24



Rajan and Zingales, pp. 1-21, 92-107; Stiglitz, pp. 53-88.

Thurs. Nov. 27


THANKSGIVING:  NO CLASS

Week Ten

Tues. Dec. 2 



NO CLASS 

Thurs. Dec. 4
Rajan and Zingales, pp. 68-92, 108-115, 157-171; Elliott et al, “Assessing globalization’s critics.”  

3RD PAPER DUE FRI., DEC. 5, 3PM, PICK 407.
